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Office of the General Secretary

The Office of the General Secretary carries out three important
functions for American Baptist Churches USA. We serve by gathering
the denomination; supporting congregations, regions, and national
organizations; and creating space for local and global issues.

Gathering the Denomination

We gather leaders, worshipers, and denominational staff from
across the ABC. While the Office of the General Secretary hosts and
facilitates the planning for these meetings, planning is conducted
with input from the entire ABC family.

Supporting Congregations, Regions, and National Organizations
The Office of the General Secretary supports local ABC congregations
in a variety of ways both directly and indirectly.

Creating Space for Local and Global Issues

Throughout its history, the Office of the General Secretary has carved
out space for the gathering and disseminating of information on local
and global issues with denominational impact.

It Takes All of Us
While the Office of the General Secretary serves as the central
connecting organization of American Baptist Churches USA
through gathering, supporting, and creatlng space, we are
also extremely -
indebted to the
national boards who
provide ministry
programs and
resources for local
churches and all
American Baptists.
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An Invitation from Rev. Dr. Gina Jacobs-Strain,
General Secretary of American Baptist
Churches USA:

The Biennial represents a special time in the
life of American Baptist Churches USA. It is
family reunion, where people come from near
and far with eager anticipation of fellowship.

The Biennial is a time of reconnecting and sharing, a time for
restoration and reenergizing, where we deepen our passion for
sharing the gospel, evangelizing, and engaging in discipleship. It’s a
time for celebration and a call to action. Together, we approach the
Biennial with our hope firmly rooted in Christ. Here, we are reminded
of our interdependence, the power of our collective efforts, the
diversity of our ministries, and our shared love for God and one
another. It’s where we witness the sacred and the practical aspects
of our ministries coming together.

As brothers and sisters in the American Baptist family, we strive for
harmony, honoring the fact that each of us is made in God’s image
with unique gifts and expressions of faith. As we leave each Biennial,
we carry with us new dreams, new ministries are birthed, new
collaborations are formed and our souls are revitalized. Prayerfully,
we leave with a renewed zeal, eagerly responding to God’s call to
action. Our time of celebration, our family reunion, transitions into
purposeful collaborative actions. Join us in Omaha for the 2025
Biennial, as we Come Seek Living Water!
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