
ABCUSA Bylaw 
 
 
ARTICLE XIII NATIONAL BOARDS LINES 906-924 
 

NEW Bylaw - Including ABWM as a National Board  Replacing lines 906-924 

 
Section 1. General.   National Boards are separate corporations that have been 
historically entrusted to perform many of the national program functions of the 
Denomination.     National Boards each have their own boards of directors and have 
missions and purposes that are distinct and contribute to the life of the 
Denomination.  While there may be occasional overlap in their activities, allowing for 
collaborative work, each National Board serves its own purpose in the Denomination, 
under the general direction and supervision of its own board of directors. 
 
Each National Board shall be enumerated in Article XIII of these Bylaws.  As such, new 
National Boards may be named only through the process of amending these Bylaws. 
 
Each National Board must maintain a provision in its respective bylaws requiring such 
corporation to remain a party to the Covenant of Relationships. ABCUSA shall maintain 
a contract with each National Board requiring the written consent of ABCUSA before 
such bylaw provision can be amended or removed, and further providing that such 
corporation shall not voluntarily withdraw from the Covenant of Relationships without 
receiving the prior written assent of ABCUSA. 
 
As of the effective date of these Bylaws, the National Boards are: 

• The American Baptist Foreign Mission Society (“ABFMS”), aka International 
Ministries ("IM") 

• The American Baptist Home Mission Societies comprised of The American 
Baptist Home Mission Society (“ABHMS”) and The Woman’s American Baptist 
Home Mission Society (“WABHMS”),  

• American Baptist Women's Ministries ("ABWM")  
• The Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board of American Baptist Churches 

(“MMBB”), aka MMBB Financial Services  

 

 

 

 

 

 



CURRENT ARTICLE XIII NATIONAL BOARDS LINES 906-924 
Section 1. General. National program functions of the Denomination historically   
entrusted to the American Baptist Foreign Mission Society (“ABFMS”),  
The American Baptist  Home Mission Societies comprised of The American Baptist 
Home Mission Society  (“ABHMS”) and The Woman’s American Baptist Home Mission 
Society (“WABHMS”), and retirement and other benefit functions historically entrusted to 
The Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board of American Baptist Churches (“MMBB”) 
shall be implemented and carried out by\ such corporations under the general direction 
and supervision of their boards of directors.  
 

The boards of directors listed above are referred to in these Bylaws as "National 
Boards" and the boards of directors of ABFMS, on the one hand, and ABHMS and 
WABHMS, on the other hand, are referred to in these Bylaws as "National Program 
Boards."  

As of the effective date of these Bylaws, each of the following corporations – 
ABFMS, ABHMS, WABHMS and MMBB - has included a provision in its respective 
bylaws requiring such corporation to remain a party to the Covenant of Relationships. 
ABCUSA shall maintain a contract with each of the above-mentioned corporations 
requiring the written consent of ABCUSA before such bylaw provision can be amended 
or removed, and further providing that such corporation shall not voluntarily withdraw 
from the Covenant of Relationships without receiving the prior written assent of 
ABCUSA 
 


