


FOCUS Churches of Albany, Inc.       www.focuschurches.net 

 

FOCUS Churches of Albany is a faith based non-profit established in 1967.  The ecumenical membership is comprised of 

6 covenant churches, including Emmanuel Baptist Church, one of the founding congregations.  Emmanuel Baptist is also 

the home base for the FOCUS administrative offices and the FOCUS Interfaith Food Pantry.  Emmanuel Baptist provides 

3 members to serve on the FOCUS Executive Council, and multiple members to provide volunteer ministry through the 

FOCUS. 
 

Emmanuel Baptist is an American Baptist Church located in the city of Albany, a block from the state capitol.  It is a 

diverse congregation of about 100 – 120 regular participants, many engaged in serving the needs of the local 

community.  Through Emmanuel’s Service to Others Commission and with the support of a number of active members, 

Emmanuel has been involved in advocacy, working on issues to help alleviate poverty and hunger.  Many in the 

congregation have a strong interest in community gardening and in promoting healthy eating.  Members of Emmanuel 

would be willing to provide volunteer support for this program, and act as medical and governmental consultants.  

Food Empowerment Projects 2013 

Primary Goals and Objectives:  The focus is on food justice and empowerment for low income households.  We will 

implement, and build upon, a 4-pronged project that enables families to obtain knowledge and resources for more 

choice and control over the foods they eat. We will strengthen families through opportunities that: offer access to fresh 

produce; the ability to grow vegetables and enjoy locally grown produce; participate in advocacy for just food policies; 

and sharing in the care of the FOCUS Community Harvest Garden. 

FOCUS Food Empowerment Project has 4 specific components: 
 

1. Gardening In A Bucket – Seed and Seedling Distribution (GIAB) to 375 households at our daily food pantry.  GIAB 
consists of a clay pot with drainage holes, organic dirt and assorted vegetable seedlings, along with instructions. 
We will distribute 500 seedlings and 100 seed packets.  Similar to GIAB, Gardening in A Bucket – For Kids! is 
geared toward 7-12 year olds.  Staff and volunteers teach kids about urban gardening, paint planting pots and 
potting seedlings.  Outreach is done to youth in participating congregations, pantry children and neighborhood 
kids.  Satellite sites will be located at 2 nearby homeless family shelters, and other city youth programs.  We will 
provide 100 kids 200 seedlings and potting accessories. 
 

2. Food Demonstrations will be conducted on a weekly basis located at the pantry site.  Staff will provide expert 
cooking and nutrition seminars that utilize locally grown foods and other items found in the pantry supply.  200 
participants will take home food items, nutrition information, and recipes.  
 

3. FOCUS will advocate for just food policies.  We will provide households information and referrals to federal 
nutrition assistance programs and other local assistance programs; advocate for just and fair public policies to 
improve the programs that support those in need of food assistance, and similarly, policies that empower 
economic security for those living in poverty. FOCUS will participate in Ecumenical Advocacy Days in Washington 
DC, with the theme of food justice, to bring legislative action participation back to our community. 
 

4. FOCUS Community Harvest Garden is a 600 square foot plot that is utilized for community, production, and 
harvest.  Operating from April to October providing guests and volunteers experience in planning, planting, 
nurturing and harvesting 700 lbs. of produce for distribution at the FOCUS Interfaith Food Pantry. 
 

Timeline for the Project:  The food empowerment components run April through September 2013, matching the 

growing season in upstate New York.   

http://www.focuschurches.net/


FOCUS Mission Statement: 

The FOCUS Covenant 
 

 
We celebrate, as the FOCUS Churches, our common calling to be God’s servant people in a broken and hurting 
world. 
 
We honor the uniqueness of our member congregations with their diversity of gifts, separate histories, and 
God-given resources. 
 
We acknowledge that we need to learn from one another, to be enriched by one another’s vision of Christian 
faithfulness, and to join in those areas of Christian mission where we can work more effectively together than 
by ourselves. 
 
We recognize that our urban location, close to the raw edges of human need, as well as the center of political 
power, defines the primary thrust of our common mission. 
 
We believe that we are called by God to discern amid the many shapes of need and pain around us, the design 
of Christ’s mandate for our shared ministry. 
 
We covenant, therefore, with God and with one another: 
 

 to engage in a search for faithful and effective forms of ministry; 
 

 to provide a ministry of presence, support, and advocacy for the victims of society’s injustice and    
neglect; 

 
 to speak the truth in places of power on behalf of the powerless; 

 
 to offer new possibilities of wholeness to the lonely and alienated; 

 
 to equip ourselves for the service of Christ through joint educational and community-building ventures; 
and, 

 
 to celebrate in worship the meaning of our shared mission. 

 
We commit to these purposes our prayers, our time, our talent, and our material resources with the hope that 
our life and work together in this time and place will demonstrate the liberating and reconciling power of the 
gospel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Covenant Churches: Delmar Reformed, Emmanuel Baptist, First Presbyterian, Israel AME, Trinity United 
Methodist, Westminster Presbyterian. 
 



From FOCUS Executive Council President, Irving Smith:   
  

Thanks to God’s blessings, 2012 was another stellar year in the remarkable life of 
FOCUS, as seen through the FOCUS Feeding Programs, relationships with our 
member churches, Financials and Advocacy. 
 

Isaiah 58:10 says “  If you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the    
afflicted, then shall your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday.”  
     The FOCUS Breakfast Program expanded into a year round service; the Interfaith Food   
Pantry served a monthly average of 375 households, for an annual total of 130,00 meals. A 
FOCUS objective for 2013 will be to sustain food assistance, year round and full time to low-
income and food insecure households.                 
     The FOCUS financial status is the healthiest that I have seen in recent years due in large to 
grants, contributions and fund raising events. 
     FOCUS continued to look at increasing the strength of our covenant base. Board members 
met with First Reformed Church in Albany to explore their interest in joining the FOCUS 
Churches as an affiliate member. In the  Summer FOCUS worship was held at First Reformed. 
     Advocacy grew significantly during 2012. FOCUS Advocates were increasingly active in    
appealing to State and Government at all levels to take action to end hunger. FOCUS            
participated in State wide conferences with groups working on increasing the minimum wage.        
FOCUS has a DVD of “The Line” a film about poverty and real people slipping below the line”. 

Please! Please! See this film when it is presented at your church. FOCUS received several grants to support its Advocacy 
Programs. In 2013 FOCUS will increase its efforts to leverage member faith communities to be effective anti-hunger     
advocates, enabling them to promote just public policies that lift up the common good at the city, county, state and    
federal level.  Thanks to the leadership of Director , Reverend Deb Jameson, the commitment and support of the FOCUS 
Churches, the dedication of staff and volunteers, FOCUS continues to remain a vibrant needed resource to the poor,  
marginalized, churches, and surrounding community. 

 

 

  Interfaith Food Pantry Affiliates:    
Congregation Beth Emeth  •   First Unitarian Universalist 

Society of Albany (FUUSA)  •   New Covenant  
Presbyterian  •   St. Andrew’s  Episcopal Church 

 

2013 Affiliate:  
First Church Albany (Reformed)  

 

Project Partners:  
Angels to Each Other—All  Saints Catholic, Beverwyck 

Worship Community,  Cathedral of All Saints, First 
Lutheran/Albany, First UMC/Delmar, Islamic Center of the 

Capital Region, Journey UCC, & St. Paul’s Episcopal 

 

FOCUS  Sets Priorities for 2013 

Worshipping Together:  
 Remembering who we are and to whom we belong 

Food Programs: 
Interfaith Food Pantry      Community Harvest Garden 
Winter Breakfast                Gardening In A Bucket 
Breakfast Express  

FOCUS Advocates: 
Working for Long-term Solutions 
to End Hunger and Poverty 

Communications:  
Getting the Word out 

Capacity Building: 
Strengthening our work together 

Ecumenical and Interfaith partnerships: 
 Book studies, conferences, Homeless Memorial Service,    

FOCUS on Schools supply project  

FOCUS Churches 275 State St., Albany NY  12210      
www.focuschurches.net     (518) 443-0460       email: info@focuschurches.net 

D
e

lm
a

r 
R

e
fo

rm
e

d
 |

 E
m

m
a

n
u

e
l 

B
a

p
ti

s
t 

|
 F

ir
s
t 

P
re

s
b

y
te

ri
a

n
 |

 I
s
ra

e
l 

A
M

E
 |

 T
ri

n
it

y
 U

M
C

 |
 W

e
s
tm

in
s
te

r 
P

re
s
b

y
te

ri
a

n
 

FOCUS Churches  
Annual Report   •     February 3, 2013 

FOCUS Executive Council 



“In-kind” Gifts and Volunteer Hours 
Boost Value of FOCUS Contributions 

 
 

Editor’s Note: In addition to contributions of money, 

FOCUS receives many “in-kind” contributions of goods 
and services, and thousands of volunteer hours. Below 
are approximations of the monetary value of goods and 
services and the number of volunteer hours contributed. 
 
Executive 
Administrative space - Emmanuel Baptist Church - $2,520 
School Supply donations - $6,500  
Volunteer time - 724 hours 

Pantry 
USDA Commodities - $20,146. 
Total pounds of Food Given Out: 112,232 
Donated food and personal care items - $8,975 
Food Pantries of the CD, food certificates - $1,500 
food supplement - $2,912 
Volunteer time - 3,133 hours 

Breakfast 
Winter Space - Westminster Presbyterian - $3,500 
USDA Commodities — $655. 
Volunteer time — 2,500 hours   

FOCUS 

FAITH 

LOVE JUST
ICE 

UN
IT
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Grants, Gifts, Contributions 
Support FOCUS Ministries 

FOCUS is grateful for donations and financial gifts 
from congregations, organizations businesses, and 
grantors:  
Adirondack Beverages,  Advanced Physical Therapy, Advocates 
for Human Potential, Albany Spring Service, Inc., angels to each 
other - All Saints Catholic Church, Berkshire Bank, Beverwyck 
Worship Community, Brickman Produce Co., Capital District 
Physicians' Health Plan, Cathedral of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, Congregation Beth Emeth Social Action Fund, capital   
region theological center, Delmar Reformed Church, Emmanuel 
Baptist Church , emergency food and shelter program (FEMA), 
Feinstein Family Fund, First Lutheran of Albany, First UMC 
church, Delmar, First Presbyterian Church, Albany, First Church 
in Albany, reformed, First Universalist unitarian society of  
Albany, Fort Orange Club, Hannay Reels, Hibernian Men’s      
Division 5, hunger Action Network of NYS, Magin and Keegan 
Funeral Home, Journey United Church of Christ, Lark Street BID, 
MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger, New Covenant Presbyteri-
an Church, nys department of health –HPNAP, Presbyterian usa 
hunger program, Rosetti Associates, RCW, Helderberg           
Reformed Church, Scales Team, St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, 
St. Andrew's Society, SEFA, SEFCU, Stark and Basila, CPA,      
Stewart's holiday match, The Troy Savings Bank Charitable 
Foundation, Trinity United Methodist Church, Trojan Tele-   
Communications, united church of christ neighbors in need, 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, W.J. Lyons Jr. Funeral Home. 

 
(Names of individual contributors listed 3x/yr. 

in FOCUS newsletter.) 
 

FOCUS Adopts 2013 Budget Cites  
Major Income Sources 
 

The FOCUS Executive Council approves a 2013 
budget of pledged and anticipated income 
totaling $ 301,036.  

 

The budget supports all facets of FOCUS programming 
and relies on many sources of income.  
 Pledges from FOCUS Congregations, totaling 
$55,615, will continue to support the Director of Com-
munity Minister position, outreach ministries, project 
activities, and administration. Other income for these 
uses will come from fundraising and other contribu-
tions. They are projected to provide $78,000, with a 
total for the core budget of $133,601. 
 FOCUS feeding programs, the Interfaith Food Pan-
try, Winter Breakfast, and the newly formed Breakfast 
Express are supported by affiliate faith communities, 
donations from FOCUS churches, individuals, groups, 
grants, and a direct contract with NYS Department of 
Health, Hunger Prevention and Nutrition Assistance 
funding.  Feeding program budgets total $167,435. 

Funding Our Common Ministry  
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