


ABCUSA Matthew 25 Grant Application 
Nearly 1 in 7 people in Colorado live in poverty. 39% of Colorado children live in households with incomes 
less than 200% of poverty. (coloradokids.org – 2014)  

There is a growing population of low-income working class families moving into the Pueblo West 
community.  This growing population has created an increase need for assistance particularly in the area 
of hunger relief.  Currently, Ecumenical Church of Pueblo West is the only food pantry in Pueblo West 
community.  In the past three months, we have seen a 200% increase in the amount of families served.    

Currently, Pueblo West has a population of around 37,000. The Ecumenical Church of Pueblo West has 
been properly positioned to expand our food pantry ministry, which will eventually evolve into wrap 
around care for the families that we serve.  With our pantry at its current capacity, we cannot adequately 
provide food relief to all of the families that are in need of our services.   Ecumenical Church was recently 
selected by Care and Share of Colorado to expand its services to reach a larger demographic. 

In order to accomplish this mission we need to increase our equipment capacity and food 
storage/purchasing capacity.   Hunger relief has been a ministry at the core of our DNA.  We believe that 
God is calling us at this time to expand this ministry and our footprint in the movement to fight hunger 
and feed hope.   
Desired goal of the project: 
  

The goal of the Ecumenical Church of Pueblo West “Hands and Feet” Food Pantry is to provide hunger 
relief for families that are in Pueblo West and the surrounding community.   Our hope is that we can 
help fight the epidemic of hunger and assist in eradicating poverty one life, one family at a time.      

At this time we are seeking funding for the following projects of Hands and Feet Outreach.  We are 
asking for $2,200.00 to purchase infant formula for 12 children enrolled through the Department of 
Social Services and the Early Head Start Program here at Kinderkirk Preschool and Child Care Center for 
the remainder of the 2015-2016 school year.  By providing a nutritious formula for those young children 
while they are at our center, may provide the families with the opportunity to put more nutritious foods 
on their own table.  Formulas are very costly and we do not want to see families forgoing fresh fruits 
and vegetables in order to purchase the formula.  

The additional $2,800.00 that we are seeking is to match designated donations that we have received to 
purchase needed equipement for our Ministry.  We have recently began purchasing food for our 
Emergency Food Pantry through Care and Share of Southern Colorado. We are also able to pick up fresh 
produce at no charge for our Pantry. In addition to the Mobile food pantry that Care and Share brings to 
us each month and donated food items from our congregation, we are now purchasing about 2,000 
pounds of food that we need to transport.  That puts us roughly at 11,000 lbs. distributed each month.   
In 2014 we feed an average of 300 families from our pantry.  In August 2015 alone, we distributed 
nutritious food to 297 families!  Since June of 2015, we have put food in the mouths of 3,431 
individuals!  

Our ministry is growing by leaps and bounds and the number of people that we are reaching is a blessing 
to us. As our numbers grow, so must we, and with your help we feel that we will have the tools in place 
to reach out to even more families in need.  

Thank you for taking the time to consider our Ministry as a recipient for the Matthew 25 Grant.  
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Mission Statement 
 

ECOPW is inviting the surrounding communities to: 
 

Know, 
Grow in, 

Serve 
And  

Share 
Jesus Christ 

 
  



 
 

Hands and Feet Outreach 
Ecumenical Church of Pueblo West 

 
2014 Income:  $1,313.00 
 
2014 Expenses:  $        0.00 
 
As of 08/31/15 
 
2015 Income:  $6,030.10 
 
2015 Expenses:  $1,284.61 
 
Designated  $ 500.00  for food purchases ( $100/month Aug - Dec) 
   $ 2,500.00  for refrigeration equipment (to be purchased) 

   $ 2,800.00 donations for needed equipment/trailer 
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