
ABCUSA MATTHEW 25 GRANT APPLICATION

A generous donor has given a sum of money through American Baptist Churches USA to be used for programs that address

“housing, feeding, education and health with regard to the less fortunate.” The donor’s primary concern is to help

ameliorate poverty. ABCUSA will distribute grants of up to $5,000 semi-annually as long as the generosity of this donor

continues. A panel will select recipients largely based on the degree to which the funds will be used to directly assist

persons in poverty. Ministries must be in relationship with American Baptist Churches USA to be eligible to apply.

1. General Information:

Organization Name__ American Baptist Churches of the Rochester Genesee Region

Affiliation with ABCUSA________________________________________________________

Address__ 1100 S Goodman Street, Rochester NY 14620

Phone____585 -340-9521_______________Federal Tax ID#_16-0743918

Contact person Rev. Alan Newton ____________ email____exec@abcrgr.org

2. Please submit with your application a copy of:

- Your mission statement (In Annual Report Bylaws section)

- Your most recent annual report or audited financial statement (Attached)

3. How do you plan to use the requested funds? How will the funds specifically assist individuals battling poverty and

its effects? (Please submit on separate sheet. Maximum of one page.)

4. Total cost of the project___ $35,790

5. Amount being requested from the ABCUSA Matthew 25 Grant___$5,000

6. Your other funding source(s)_ Monroe County DHS Wage Subsidy $7,000 Community Block Grant from

Action for a Better Community $5000, Lake Avenue Baptist Church (in-kind building use) $1,200, ABCRGR

$4,000, Fundraising $12,800

I certify that all the information submitted with this application is true and correct, and that we will use any granted

funds as described. We will supply a 1-page report on the use of the funds and a photo within six months of receipt of

the grant.

(Signed)____ Date___December 13, 2012

Printed Name/Title__ Rev. Alan Newton, Executive Minister

Please note:

 Incomplete applications will not be considered.

 Recipients agree to share their stories via the ABCUSA website.

 Application deadline is March 1 for grants distributed on April 15; Sept. 1 for grants

distributed on Oct. 15

 Completed applications should be sent to:

Mission Resource Development

American Baptist Churches USA

P.O. Box 851

Valley Forge, PA 19482-0851

Or emailed to: Beth.Fogg@abc-usa.org



Matthew 25 Grant - Project Description

In August 2012 a collaboration of American Baptists, United Methodists and Roman Catholics and a local
agency – Action for a Better Community developed a project called FOCUS PLUS. This is a program uses an
adult mentoring model to help persons who are living below the poverty line move toward self-sufficiency.

Participants are generally assigned through the Department of Human Services WEP (Welfare Education
Program) and attend a 15 week intensive course which assists the participants to establish goals and to
overcome obstacles preventing them from achieving self-sufficiency. After the 15 week course the FOCUS
PLUS mentoring program begins and continues for at least 6 months.

In Focus Plus the program participants are designated the Team Captains and the mentors are Teammates. The
program is intentionally designed to empower individuals to chart their own course with the support of caring
Christians who will encourage and help resource their Captains.

The program meets for an evening meal every other week for 6 months. After the 6 months participants and
mentors are given the opportunity to continue should they desire to do so. During the next week Captains and
Teammates check in by phone, email or in person.

The budget is utilized primarily to fund a volunteer coordinator. The present coordinator is a FOCUS graduate.
The position is funded by the faith partners and a subsidy which is available this year from the Department of
Human Services WEP program for programs which employ former WEP clients.

We have just completed our first “class.” The results indicate that all the Team Captains met some of their goals.
Most obtained their GED and are now working on obtaining their driver’s licenses. (The two necessary elements
of obtaining and sustaining employment.) Most have set a new goal of beginning study at the local community
college. Two Team Captains were fully employed during the 6 month program.

The Teammate (Mentors) reported gaining a better understanding of the barriers which impede many people’s
journey to self-sufficiency and experienced great satisfaction in building bonds of friendship with their
Captains.

All of the participants are young women under the age of 30. Most have children and bring the children to the
Focus Plus meetings. Childcare is provided during the program portion following a nutritious meal.

We begin our second class in mid-January and will be adding new participants every 15 weeks throughout
2013.

It is my hope that you will see the value of this project. Already it has changed the culture of Action for a
Better Community which is incorporating the principles of empowerment throughout its programs.
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